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About the Speaker

Professor Stuart Ward is head of the Saxo Institute for History,
Ethnology, Archaeology and Classics at the University of Copenhagen.

He specializes in the field of European imperial history, especially
settler colonialism and the legacies of the imperial past. He has
published three major books on Australia at empire’s end: Australia and
the British Embrace (2001); The Unknown Nation: Australia After
Empire (with James Curran, 2010) and the Australian volume of the
Oxford History of the British Empire series, Australia’s Empire
(co-edited with Deryck Schreuder, 2008). Additionally, he has published
widely on the legacies of empire in post-war Britain and Europe
including British Culture and the End of Empire (ed. 2001) and
Exhuming Passions (ed. 2011) as well as a wide range of journal articles.
His current research project is ‘Embers of Empire: The Receding
Frontiers of Post-imperial Britain’ (www.embersofempire.ku.dk) which
is also the theme of a new monograph soon to be published by
Cambridge University Press. He currently serves as Provost of
Denmark’s oldest residential university college, Regensen.

Sponsored by Hung Hin Shiu Charitable Foundation .

GEmpir@S of the Mind’: The Imperial Past in Brexit Britain

Professor Stuart James WARD (The University of Copenhagen)

September 11, 2018 (Tuesday)
9:30 am - 11:20 am

Mrs Padma Harilela Lecture
Theatre (WLB104), Lam Woo
International Conference Centre,
Renfrew Road, Kowloon Tong

A RE
Co-curricular
rning

EHEGARE
HONG KONG BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

7@ BB
3 FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

Abstract

As the United Kingdom haggles its way out of the European Union and casts about for
alternative futures, it is widely assumed that the imperial past has much to answer for — with
Brexit derided variously as a ‘pining for empire’ (Pankaj Mishra); ‘England’s Last Gasp of
Empire (Ben Judah), and the prelude to ‘Empire 2.0". This is not just a matter of unrepentant
Remainers resorting to easy political put-downs, but also registers in the rhetoric of the
Brexiteers themselves. Boris Johnson's Churchillian vision of British ‘Empires of the mind' is but
one of several instances where Britain's imperial track record has been invoked to inspire
confidence in a post-Brexit future, beckoning a divided nation back into the world. At the
same time, the future of Britain itself has increasingly become a source of speculation in the
light of the intractable ‘border problem' in Northern Ireland and the looming threat of a
second Scottish independence referendum. Britain's perceived failure to divest itself of
worldly delusions is frequently diagnosed as the root cause of these multiple challenges,
though it is rarely established beyond vague gesturing to ‘ghosts’, ‘hangovers’ and periodic
bouts of ‘nostalgia’. This lecture considers how we might place the end of empire and Brexit
Britain in the same analytical frame - by reconceptualising the idea of Britain and Britishness
as global categories of analysis — indeed, as ideas that were radically adapted to the
global dispersal of British people, capital, goods and culture from the 18th to the 20th
centuries. If Britain was the world's first global civic idea, called on to do more identity work
across unprecedented distances than anything before or since, it is worth asking what
unique pressures were brought to bear when ‘Greater Britain' struck heavy weather in the
age of global decolonization. In particular, how did the loss of confidence in Britishness
abroad influence contemporaneous developments in the United Kingdom? The lecture will
point towards a new history of Britain's imperial past in the light of the Brexit present.
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About the Speaker

Thongchai Winichakul is Emeritus Professor of History at University of
Wisconsin-Madison, and currently Senior Researcher at the Institute of
Developing Economies (IDE-JETRO) in Japan. His book, Siam Mapped
(1994) received the awards from the Association for Asian Studies (USA)
and the Asian Affairs Research Council (Japan). He was a recipient of the
John Simon Guggenheim Award (1994), elected to the American Academy
of Arts and Sciences (2003), and elected the President of the Association for
Asian Studies in 2013/14. His research interests are in cultural and
intellectual history of Siam including nationalism, modern geography,
cartography, and historical knowledge. He also publishes five books and

several articles in Thai, including many political and social commentaries.

The Virtue and Cruelty of History:

The Unforgetting of the 1976 Massacre in Bangkok

Professor Thongchai WINICHAKUL

(University of Wisconsin-Madison / Institute of Developing Economies)

October 3, 2018 (Wednesday) otz vt
More than 40 years afterwards, the massacre on
@ 10:30 am - 12:20 pm October 6, 1976, at Thammasat University in
Bangkok remains deeply fraumatic and enigmatic
@ WLB109, Wing Lung Bank Building, to Thai society. Many factors, including the state’s

Renfrew Road, Kowloon Tong suppression and censorship, shame, guilt, and
historical ideology, have confributed to the limited
discourse about the massacre over four decades.
But silence is not forgetting. It is the unforgetting.

The story of the massacre and its unforgetting

Co-curricular
Lzarning

reminds us how cruel history can be, yet how
essential it is in dealing with the fraumatic past.
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When Global History and Women’s History Meet

Professor Bonnie G. SMITH (rutgers University)

October 24, 2018 (Wednesday)

O 1:30 pm - 3:20 pm

o Dr. & Mrs. Hung Hin-shiu Lecture Theatre
(SCMO012), Jockey Club School of
Chinese Medicine Building, Baptist
University Road, Kowloon Tong
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Co-sponsor: Gender Studies Concentration

ALL ARE WELCOME

EERERERGRE
HONG KONG BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

-
;}%& HER R
FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES

@ J# B #&
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

Abstract

Global History and Women's and Gender History are two
comparatively recent subfields whose paths increasingly
cross. Historians have long grounded their research in the
study of empires, kingdoms, and nations though recently
some have turned to look af global processes and
interactions, including wars, cross-border expansion, trade,
technology transfers, world religions, and cultural
exchange—to name a few. U.S. pioneers in the field have
found the history of women ill-suited for inclusion in the world
or global history enterprise. The charge is that they did not
cross borders in trade, warfare, exploration, and the global
spread of religions. Instead they sat at home. Even in
developing the basic world history curriculum there has been
a decided bias against the inclusion of women. It was said
that world history was about “big” processes and global
figures, so that Mohandas Gandhi could appear in textbooks
but individual women’s rights activists could not. My
presentation will discuss the integration of women into world
history and the history of women. More to the point, the
presentation explores new insights into historical narrative to
be garnered from this enterprise.
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About the Speaker

Mary P. Ryan is an Emeritus Professor of history at Johns Hopkins University and at the University of California Berkeley.
She has spent her career interrogating the history of the United States in order to address a range of issues, among them
the difference gender makes, the formation of the middle class and the democracy of public space. Much of her historical
research has been situated in American cities: New York, New Orleans, Los Angeles and the two subjects of her forthcoming
book Taking the Land to Make the City, Baltimore, Maryland and San Francisco, California.
Books:
B Womanhood in America, New Viewpoints, 1975; Second, Revised Edition, 1979; Third, Revised Edition, 1983.
Cradle of the Middle Class: The Families of Oneida County New York 1790-1865. Cambridge University Press, 1981.
Winner of the Bancroft Prize and the Berkshire Prize
Empire of the Mother: American Writing about Domesticity, 1830-1860, Haworth Press, 1982.
The Doubled Vision: Sex and Class in Women's History, editor with Judith Walkowitz and Judith Newton, Routledge
and Kegan Paul, March, 1983.
Women in Public: Between Banners and Ballots, 1825-1880, Johns Hopkins University Press 1990. Winner of the
Gustavus Meyers Prize
Civic Wars: Democracy and Public Life in the City during the Nineteenth Century, University of California Press, 1997
Mysteries of Sex: Tracing Women and Men through American History, University of North Carolina Press, 2006.
Taking the Land to Make the City: A Bicoastal North American History, University of Texas Press, in production, 2018.

Global Cities of the 19th Century:

Starting in San Francisco and Stretching toward Hong Kong

Professor Mary P. RYAN (Johns Hopkins University / University of California, Berkeley)

November 23, 2018 (Friday) Abstract

For thousands of years cities have been at the center of wide networks of frade

and politics. It was not until the Spanish arrived in the Americas in the 16th

o 9:30am - 11:20 am century, however, that the circuit of commerce linked the eastern and western
hemispheres together info one world. Historians have sited the origins of

modernity in that global epoch, most often tracing its origins to the nation states

o AAB301 ; Academic and that patrolled the North Atflantic. Based on the presumption that history is not
- W e made just in the national capitals of Western Europe, | have examined global
Administration BUIIdmg' history from an urban location along the Pacific. Starting along San Francisco
Baptist University Road, Bay around 1800 | propose to show how events in cities had global
consequences. By exercising municipal sovereignty, cities could circumvent

Kowloon Tong and even superseded the federal government of the United States. | will argue
that the creation of a city along San Francisco Bay had global consequences,
i including the advancement of both democracy and capitalism. Even before
/ B the Gold Rush in 1849 the ports of San Francisco and Canton were trading
(Orwaréfﬂuilr?c; partners. Although the connection between San Francisco and Hong Kong is

more of a stretch, about which | have only superficial knowledge, | will propose

ALL ARE WELCOME

in conclusion that it is an opportunity to think together about those promises
and perils of globalization that confront both cities in the 21st Century.
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