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Abstract
Gatekeeping involves the movement of information through a channel 
from gate to gate.  Gates are decision points, in which information is 
selected or rejected, shaped, timed and repeated.  The gatekeepers who 
make these decisions are mostly people (both journalists and social 
media users) or organizations, but some are also computer algorithms 
who have been coded by people.  Once a relatively simple process, in 
which information passed from reporters to editors within mass media 
channels, today gatekeeping resembles a complicated network of mass 
and social media gates, gatekeepers, and channels.  Information travels 
within and between media, with both journalists and social media users 
becoming gatekeeping agents.  Overarching these agents are 
supra-gatekeepers, such as Facebook and Twitter, that select news 
content from lower-level agents.  The result is a complex system of 
information on two levels of analysis that strongly shapes our ideas about 
social reality.
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Abstract
Creating a new theory requires a disciplined outline of the constructs 
used (with theoretical and operational definitions), a list of theoretical 
statements (assumptions and hypotheses, each with theoretical and 
operational linkages) and methods that can test the hypotheses. The 
example offered builds a theory of “hard-wired news” that is derived from 
previous theories of biological and cultural evolution.  The theory explains 
why much of the news is about statistical, normative and social change 
deviance and why this is true around the world.  Deviance makes up 
much of the world’s news, and differences between countries largely rely 
on how deviance is defined.
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